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Dear AP English Language and Composition Student: 

 

Congratulations on choosing to enroll in AP English Language and Composition for next year!  

 

This college-level course will involve an investment of your time and thoughtful work. Because this class 

focuses on Language and not Literature, we will spend the year analyzing the writer’s craft—the way in which 

the author accomplishes his or her purpose. The focus of AP Language reading lies heavily on non-fiction, 

especially essays, speeches, documentaries, and opinion/editorials, but we will hone our skills with the help of 

some fiction.  

 

Therefore, for your summer reading, we want you to work with quality non-fiction texts that will help you 

develop your appreciation of rhetoric and elements of argument. The summer reading list and the 

assignments are attached to this letter. You are required to read two of the books, and using the questions for 

each book, answer all of the questions for each book. You will need to bring the completed charts to class on 

the first day.  It might also be helpful to bring a copy of the books on the first day of school. We encourage you 

to buy your own copies as we recommend annotating the text as you read. For further help on how to annotate 

and why you should do it, see this web document from AP Central: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/197454.html. Your annotations will be 

useful in reviewing the book, and we will be annotating text often in class, so the more knowledge you have, the 

better you will do in class.  

 

During the first week of the school year, you will be held accountable for your summer reading through a) 

completion of the attached required assignment, b) classroom discussions and in-class activities, and c) a formal 

writing assignment. With these assignments, we will assess strengths and weaknesses in reading analysis and 

writing skills. It would send a strong message about your commitment to the course and your academic 

capabilities if these assignments were not completed to the best of your abilities by the first day of class.  

 

Please enjoy these works, and contact us if you have any questions or concerns. We look forward to working 

with you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Your Fort Zumwalt AP English Language Instructors 

 

Amanda Bramley   Laura Gianini   Christine Holtgrewe   Bonnie Staudt 

abramley@fz.k12.mo.us      lgianini@fz.k12.mo.us          choltgrewe@fz.k12.mo.us         bstaudt@fz.k12.mo.us

http://www.fz.k12.mo.us/


  

 

 
           

The AP English Language and Composition course emphasizes close reading and rhetorical analysis of non-fiction, 

argument, synthesis and composition. The non-fiction books below were selected to help you develop your appreciation of 

rhetoric and elements of argument. All titles are available through the St. Charles County Library System, local 

bookstores, and online. Students and parents are encouraged to utilize online reviews and annotations of the books to 

help them select the most appropriate titles for them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE ASSIGNMENT IS ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.  

  

Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 

Points 

OUT OF 25 

Description of Work 

 

25 

(A) 

* Lots of detailed information in every box 

* Every box is complete, detailed, in-depth, and thoughtful 

* A quote/specific reference is in EVERY box 

* None of the quotes overlap  

* Each quote is cited with the page number 

 

22-24 

(B+/A-) 
 

* Lots of information in each box 

* Every box is complete and detailed 

* Only 2-3 boxes are missing quotes 

* None of the quotes overlap 

* Each quote is cited with the page number 

 

20-21 

(B-/B) 

* Each box is complete, but could have more information 

* Information should be more detailed, specific, thoughtful 

* 4-6 boxes are missing quotes 

* Many of the quotes are cited with page numbers 

* 1 or 2 quotes may overlap 

 

18-19 

(C) 

* Most boxes have information 

* 5 or more boxes are NOT detailed, in-depth, or thoughtful 

* Some areas are missing quotes 

* Some citations may be missing 

* More than 2 citations overlap 

 

0-17 

(F or D) 
 

* A lot of missing information 

* Information is not detailed, in-depth, specific or not thoughtful 

* Many areas are missing quotes 

* Many citations are missing 

* Many quotes overlap 

  

Please choose two of the titles below for your summer reading: 

Gladwell, Malcolm: The Outliers: The Story of Success. © 2008 

Jacobs, A.J.: The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible.  

© 2008 

Levitt, Steven and Dubner, Stephen: Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything.  

© 2009 

Orenstein, Peggy: Cinderella Ate My Daughter. © 2012 

Robbins, Alexandra: The Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids. © 2006 



  

 

 
           

Summer Reading Assignment 

This class focuses on the author’s rhetorical strategies and the way he/she develops an argument. Therefore, you are 

analyzing the “why” an author incorporates these strategies instead of focusing on plot and literary elements. For 

each book: 

 Type the answers to the questions in paragraph/essay or chart form. You are not limited to these questions, so 

use them to start your analysis.  

 Organize your well-developed ideas, clearly labeling the categories (Audience, Purpose, etc.).  

 Provide a detailed, thoughtful, in-depth, and thorough response with quotes and evidence (and, of course, 

citations) directly from the book for every section.  

 Use everything you’ve been taught about analyzing reading and writing from your previous English teachers. 
 

TEXT TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Text 

Section 
Audience Purpose 

Diction  

(word choice) 

Modes  

(format) 

Style (syntax, 

logos, ethos, 

pathos, etc.) 

Tone Speaker 

Beginning 

of 

Text 

Who is the 

author’s 

specific 

audience? 
How does 

he/she address 

the audience? 

 
“Here is a 

quote for this 

section” (19). 

What is the 

author’s 

purpose at the 

beginning of 

the text?  Use 

a purpose 

phrase: to 

_____ (expose, 

criticize, 

describe, etc.) 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (9). 

How does the 

author use diction 

to introduce his/her 

argument? 
 

What kinds of 

connotations are 

created with the 

author’s choice of 

specific words? 
 

“Here is the quote” 

(15). 

What format(s) 

does the author 

use to introduce 

the topic/focus: 

narration, 

exemplification, 

persuasion, 

compare/contrast

, cause/effect, 

description, etc.? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (10). 

How does the 

author apply 

logos, ethos, 

or pathos to 

introductory 

chapters? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (12). 
 

How does 

the author 

use tone to 

shape the 

text’s 

beginning 

stages? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(11). 

What 

voice does 

the 

speaker 

utilize to 

commence 

the text? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(23). 

Middle 

of 

Text 

Does the 

author focus 

on the same 

audience? Or, 

does the 

author adjust 

the focus? 
 

“Here is my 

quote for this 

section” (57). 

How does the 

author support 

or alter the 

original 

purpose? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (42). 

How does the 

author’s diction 

progress 

throughout the 

text? 
 

“Here is the quote” 

(67). 

Does the author 

add other modes 

of writing to 

impact the 

audience? If so, 

which ones? If 

not, how does 

the author 

remain 

consistent? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (64). 

How does the 

author adapt 

syntactical 

structures to 

help the 

theme 

progress? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (59). 

How does 

the author 

augment 

tone to 

further 

his/her 

argument? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(68). 

How does 

the 

speaker’s 

voice or 

position 

change 

throughout 

the text? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(72). 

End 

of 

Text 

What role does 

the audience 

have at the end 

of the novel? 

What is the 

audience’s 

overall role in 

the text? 
 

“Here is my 

quote for this 

section” (79). 

What is the 

overall 

purpose of the 

text? Does the 

author 

maintain a 

focused 

purpose? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (98). 

Why does the 

author finalize the 

argument with this 

diction? 
 

“Here is the quote” 

(101). 

In what format(s) 

does the author 

write the most in 

order to achieve 

the overall 

purpose? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (110).  

Why does the 

author end 

with a 

specific 

stylistic 

element? 
 

“Here is the 

quote” (91). 

How does 

the 

author’s 

tone 

impact the 

conclusion 

of the text? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(99). 

What is 

the overall 

role of the 

speaker in 

the text? 
 

“Here is 

the quote” 

(103). 

 


